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It is no longer sufficient to look only to the future. What we have been working toward is now becoming current reality. The number of persons undergoing psyche stage transition is accelerating – and the transcendence of human collectives to the new stage has begun. Our work has bridged the future with the present. A new Era that we have named the 2nd Renaissance is upon us. It is now our roll to serve others in their quest to rush over this new bridge with us. Thus, our primary commitment is shifting from discovery and development to implementation. 

                              
 John Clayton Caris
  to his Associates - 2002
Overture to My Readers

What this book is about and how it tells its story is such a dramatic break from what is generally known and believed that I feel this Overture is needed to orient those who are learning about it for the first time. It presents concepts and practices that are not part of the conventional pattern of psychology and its applications to the leadership and management of human affairs both public and private. It also requires a new concept and practice of learning. I want my readers to know right now that a proper approach to this book calls for a discontinuous leap to a new mindset and to a capacity to learn in a non-linear pattern recognition mode. 

This book – Human Identity – and the other books in the Isis 2nd RenaissanceSM series that it begins – create a new Genre – a qualitatively new type of approach and means for becoming a successful person and leader/manager in a new era of human history now upon us that is a discontinuous transformation from the current era now in chaotic decay. 

Please do not assume that when I use the term leader/manager I am focusing this book and its series only on who is conventionally considered as a leader/manager – Such as a person in a formal position in a business or other institution. I do of course include those types of leader/managers as well. But my range of vision and of application is far broader. In later sections I explain that such a broad scope of leadership and management is essential for transcendent transformation periods in human affairs. Why? Because at those times through history, the most effective of the emerging leader/managers were quite often not even associated with what were leading organizations at that time and location. Quite to the contrary, they often did not consider themselves to be leaders at all as others considered leaders, much less emerging leaders. The then existing powerful, but declining, institutions did not easily accept them or value them or their work as the highest leadership value. Therefore, this book and the other books in the Isis 2nd RenaissanceSM series are addressed to whomever resonates with their content. You are the emerging leader/managers.

This book is about what makes us uniquely human – the Human Psyche – and about its sequence of evolutionary transformations through our individual lives as well as through human history. It is amazing but true that the sequence of psyche stage transformations through an individual life and for collective history are one and the same. The story of these transformations and their effects on how we live and work opens up previously unimagined vistas. In short, it is an exciting psychological foundation for your life. It enables you to understand in a new way who you are, your relationships with others, where you are going and introduces a new scientific basis for creating your life and work no matter your fields of interest. 

As I said, your approach to this book requires two things – New mindsets and a new concept and practice for learning. 

First, about the new mindsets. Please note that I use the plural of the word – Mindsets. Each of the human psyche stages described in this book absolutely requires a different mindset to understand it. Each psyche stage first appears in human life as a discontinuous leap into a qualitatively new concept and practice of life and work. Each is a complete paradigm – or pattern – of human life with its own unique approach to perceiving reality, thinking, feeling, motivation, behavior and even its own type of what is valid science. 

Although I will show you how the stages in the sequence are related, each is unique. None can be understood in terms of earlier or later stages in the sequence. You will learn how to use this important conclusion to understand how and why specific persons and groups either agree or disagree and fight with each other. 

Therefore, the book requires us to see and then understand new patterns of knowledge for each psyche stage that are qualitatively different from what was conventional at earlier stages. In addition, you cannot understand psyche stages that are not currently significant in your life by using only your current mindset. This is especially valid for the current psyche stage transformation that is the major subject of the book. You will learn that this emerging transcendence, to what we will learn as the Stage A’ pattern, is the most profound leap in human affairs since mankind emerged from animal ancestors to become human. Our current transformation – for which this book and the Isis 2nd RenaissanceSM series are being written – is not only a leap to a new psyche stage. It is a more massive transcendence out of Phase 1 of life, comprised of the first six psyche stages, to a whole new Phase 2 of stages in human life. 

This is an amazing and fascinating story. Such a need for qualitatively new patterns to lead, manage and organize the affairs of our life and work does not occur very often. Such needs have come at only six previous transformation times in all human history – and six previous times in the current lifetime of today’s most evolved humans. Now for the seventh time, those needs have come again. I hope your interest and curiosity are aroused.

Second, about a new process for learning. To achieve qualitatively different mindsets we must make discontinuous leaps away from conventional patterns of reality and learning. This is not easy to do – We must Let Go of what we now know and believe. We must Let Go of the conventional process for learning that we have been conditioned to accept as the way to learn and to do valid science.

We have been trained, except in a few areas associated with the arts, to learn things step-by-step, part-by-part with conscious logical links between the steps and parts to assure we are on a valid path. You will learn in the book that this is the Stage E process of learning that is conventional in our society. It is the foundation of the currently accepted scientific method that is also now undergoing transformation. 

What is in this book, and the others in its series, is about a dramatically new reality that is not consistent with currently perceived reality. It is about a new region of knowledge separate from conventional knowledge and schools of thought. Therefore, you cannot directly compare step-by-step what is in this book with what is now generally known and believed. It makes no sense that way. You cannot logically connect parts of the new pattern of knowledge with what is now known and believed. 

This book must be seen and then understood for itself as a dramatically new pattern. It must be comprehended as a whole new pattern of reality – a new picture – before it can be compared as a whole with what now exists. When we are in the process of recognizing and learning the meaning of a dramatically new pattern, logical links between parts of the new pattern and parts of what we previously knew do not exist. I emphasize – We cannot usefully compare the new pattern with the old until after we are able to discern the new pattern for itself.
Therefore, a new process of non-linear pattern recognition learning is necessary. The conventional linear, sequential, step-by-step process of learning is not useful when learning a new pattern that is a dramatic discontinuous break from what was previously known. I ask that you allow yourself to turn-off the normal step-by-step reality checking so commonly believed to be the path to scientifically verified truth. The linear learning process remains a useful process for many learning situations, but it is not useful for learning dramatically new things.

The parts of dramatically new patterns cannot, by definition, make sense until the new pattern is seen as a whole pattern for itself. The parts of the new pattern make sense only in relation to the whole new pattern. I ask that you consider what I present in this book as portions of a new pattern that may make no sense in terms of what is commonly known and believed. It is especially important that the parts of the new pattern cannot be interpreted in terms of old patterns, even if they seem to make sense that way. The same word used in both the old and the new patterns may have dramatically different meanings. Often it is necessary to introduce a new language of concepts and terms to build the new pattern of knowledge. These concepts and terms at first seem to make no sense in terms of what is conventionally known. 

Once you see the new pattern and recognize it for itself as a whole – Then two things are possible. First - You can compare the new pattern with what is now observable about the world of affairs in your life and work around you that you did not previously see or understand in terms of the old pattern you had been using up to that point. Second - Then you can compare the new pattern with the old patterns you previously used to make sense out of your life and work. The new process of non-linear pattern recognition learning enables you to accomplish these things.

I conclude my Overture to you with a symbol that expresses how I feel about offering this book as a “force” upon which to build a new life and work based upon it. I refer to a scene from the movie Star Wars, Episode XX. Luke Skywalker is receiving education from Yoda, the little green wise man. Luke tries to use “The Force” to raise his sunken space ship from the swamp. He achieves partial success, but he gives up. His ship sinks back into the muck. Quietly, without fanfare, Yoda accepts the challenge and through a valiant effort demonstrates success in raising the space ship totally out of its muddy grave. Luke looks on in amazed disbelief and says, “I don’t believe it!” Yoda responds, “And that is why you fail.” 
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